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Social Security Number 

For those who require, and are eligible, to apply for a Social Security Number (SSN), the SSN is used as a tax identification number for those who work in the United States.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Do not apply for a Social Security Number immediately after your arrival in the United States!

In July 2002, the Social Security Administration (SSA) began to verify the immigration status of nonimmigrants who are applying for a SSN with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS).

If the SSA is unable to verify immigration status by computer, they will contact DHS for this verification by mail. This will delay receipt of a SSN by several weeks or months (estimates are given from 6 to 12 weeks; however, remember that this is only an estimate).

It has been recommended that you wait approximately fifteen (15) BUSINESS days after your arrival to the U.S. to apply for the SSN. This sometimes allows the DHS enough time to input your status information into the online system, so that SSA can issue you the SSN without the additional delay. However, there is no guarantee on this.
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